BROCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting 295 of the Parish Council held at St Nicholas' Church, Brockley on 3 November
2015.
Present:

Dr Julian Ridge (Chairman), Dr Antony Ridge (Vice Chair), Dr Bryan Smith,
Mike Fishwick, Martin Jarvis and Joanna van Tonder (Clerk)
1 resident

Distribution:

The Parish Councillors plus Deborah Yamanaka and John Wilkinson

1

Apologiesfor absence

Apologies had been received from Liz Lunn and Deborah Yamanaka.

2

Declarations of Interest

No Declarations of Interest were made.

3

Public Participation

There were no members of the public present at this point in the meeting.

4

Minutes of the previous meeting 294 - 15 September 2015

BS proposed, MF seconded and it was agreed that the minutes of the last meeting having been
circulated previously were taken as a true and accurate record.

5

Matters Arising

The following matters arising from the meeting of 15 September 2015 are still outstanding or
addressed as follows:
294/5.4 - NSC Sites & Policies Plan Part 1: Awaiting the outcome of the Inspector's
Examination Hearing session commencing 3 November in Weston-super-Mare.

6

Meetings & Correspondence

a)

ALCAAGM - 3 October 2015
JvT confirmed she had attended the AGM, the minutes of which had not yet been received.

b)

Parish Forum-7 October 2015
It was noted that slides from the presentations delivered on the day were available to view on
the e-mail account.

c)

NSCPlanning for Future Housing update - 12 November 2015
AR and JvT confirmed they would be attending this update on NSC's Core Strategy and
current development pressures as well as the Joint Transport Strategy and Joint Spatial Plan:
Issues and Options consultations.

d)

NSCParish Incentive Scheme (Recycling)
The Clerk explained a scheme NSC were planning to roll out next year that required Parish
Councils to co-ordinate volunteers and promotions within the community to encourage a
reduction in black wheelie bin waste. In exchange for its co-operation and a resultant
decrease in tonnage to landfill for the parish, the Parish Council would receive £400 at the end
of the scheme in June 2017. NSC would be updating the Clerk with launch details.
Members discussed inviting a member of the Recycling team to address the Annual Parish
Meeting as well as including a promotional piece in the next Brocks News.

1

MJ advised members that NSC were considering scrapping the current free green waste bag
collection in favour of a green wheelie bin collected for an annual fee when the terms of the
new waste collection contracts are considered.
Action:
Clerk to investigate and report to Council
e)

NSC Draft Corporate Plan 2015-2020
Members agreed that the draft, as circulated via e-mail, contained insufficient detail to enable
an informed comment.

f)

Community Connect Village Agent
JR explained that Community Connect provided a sign posting service to over 50s that was
well promoted through such organisations as GP surgeries. JvT advised that Tina Huckle-Mills,
the Village Agent for Brockley, was eager to promote the service within the parish and had
provided a poster that was now up on the noticeboard, with links to the service on the Parish
Council's website.

g)

Circulation envelope
BS accepted the envelope of newsletters and general correspondence.
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Planning

a)

Planning applications, consents and refusals since the last meeting
The following planning application has been withdrawn:
- Outline planning permission for the erection of an agricultural worker's dwelling with all
matters reserved except for access on land at Midgell Farm, Chelvey Road, Chelvey
(15/P/1965/0)
The following planning application is still outstanding:
- Erection of a replacement residential unit arranged over three levels to include underground
garaging and construction of annexed building following demolition of existing dwelling and
outbuilding at Upper Meadow, Chelvey Batch (15/P/0543/F)
MJ advised the Coundl that a dedslon on this application had been delayed while NSC awaited
a full bat and nesting bird survey.
Clerk's note: Following this meeting, consent has been granted with a number of conditions
including a provision for replacement bat roosts within the loft of the existing garage and a
condition that the annex be for the sole use of the occupants of the existing dwelling and may
not be used as a self contained dwelling.

b)

Enforcement cases
The following enforcement cases are stl'll pending:
2015/009: Olelvey House, Chelvey Batch - A Planning Contravention Notice had previously
been issued; to be re-addressed by the enforcement officer.
2015/0146: Land between Warren Farm Cottages and Fountain Tree Surgery yard, Brockley
Combe Road, Wrington - Site visit completed, enquiries ongoing.

c)

Other
No other planning matters were discussed.
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Streets, Open Spaces and Public Rights of Way

a)

Action taken by North SOmerset Council since the last meeting
It was confirmed that the f1ytipping in Chelvey Lane had been cleared and the potholes along
Chelvey Road, filled.
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b)

Condition of roads, pavements, verges and footpaths
MF reported a complaint he had received from a resident on a mobility scooter regarding the
state of the pavement along the A370 between the traffic lights and Brockley Stores. The
large quantity of fallen leaves on the path was clogging the wheels of the scooter making
passage difficult.
Action:
JR to inspect after a week and report if necessary

c)

Prioritised gullies and schedule for clearing
JR reported he and BS had met with Darren Coffin-Smith (Highway Operations & Contract
Manager, NSC) and had been shown the real-time information system used to prioritise
gullies. The system had been found to be somewhat inaccurate, however. JR advised he
would be given access to log in and view the system as a mechanism to monitor contractors.

d)

Drain near Brockley Gardens
No further action had been taken.

e)

NSC Assessment of missing posts and signs
BS confirmed he had inspected and reported back on the sites provided by NSC thought to be
missing posts and / or signage.

f)

Parish Maintenance
It was noted that no estimate had, as yet, been received from Brian Whiteway.
Action:
JR to advise BW to progress with the planned schedule of works

9

LocalProjects

a)

Facilities at Brockley Church
AR advised that initial percolation tests had revealed some unsatisfactory areas, however, the
site had passed a subsequent round of tests. He confirmed that the CCT lead was leaving his
post shortly but would continue to co-ordinate with the architects until his departure.
Members discussed Brockley Court's change of ownership and the resultant complexities
especially with regard to establishing a shared water connection. AR reminded members that
Bristol Water preferred the option of two separate supplies.
AR reported that fundraising events had raised in excess of £2,000 towards the project.

b)

Backwell Parish Council's planting at Chelvey Batch
The Clerk advised that Backwell Parish Council's Bob Taylor had agreed that the planting
would be removed in its entirety as soon as the wild flower verge is in place next year. BT
asked for one month's notice in order to arrange for the plants to be replanted elsewhere.
Members discussed the processes required to establish a wild flower verge and considered
the setting up of a sub-committee. It was agreed to decide on an initial course of action at the
next meeting.

10
a)

Finance
Half Year Financial Review
The Clerk presented the Half Year Financial Review (copy attached), as previously circulated.
She confirmed that the Transparency Code Compliance grant, see 10ed) below, had not been
taken into account as a source of income for the current financial year, nor had the
antiCipated expense of the computer equipment that would be funded by the grant as the
request for funding had not yet been approved.

b)

Budget 2016

I 2017

The Clerk requested all expenditure for consideration and inclusion in the budget for the year
2016/ 2017 be forwarded to her by 18 December 2015.

3

c)

Grants policy and grant request: Cruse Bereavement
After discussion, MF proposed, AR seconded and it was agreed to adopt the previously
circulated Grants and Charitable Donations Policy (copy attached). It was also agreed to
consider all grant requests in November of each year.
After consideration, JR proposed, BS seconded and it was agreed to decline the grant request
submitted by Cruse Bereavement care on the grounds that the charity was a national
organisation without evidence of local involvement.

d)

Transparency Code Compliance Grant
After discussion, JR proposed, MF seconded and it was agreed to submit the previously
circulated application for a grant to the Smaller Authorities Transparency Fund in the
amount of £534 to cover the purchase of a laptop and scanner as well as the cost of
additional hours worked by the previous and current Clerk.
Members discussed the purchase of the equipment and suggested suppliers. The Clerk
confirmed that, upon receipt of the grant, a minimum of three options would be presented to
the Council for consideration.

e)

Natwest Bank account
MJ proposed, BS seconded and it was agreed to pass the resolution detailed in Section 13 of
Natwest's New Business Account application (copy attached).

f)

Closure of Santander accounts
MJ proposed, BS seconded and it was agreed to approve the closure of the Council's two
Santander bank accounts and request the transfer of all funds held within those accounts to
the Natwest account once this has been opened.

g)

Clerk's Salary
AR proposed, BS seconded and it was agreed to approve the increase in Clerk's salary, as
agreed upon appointment of the Clerk, from Salary Scale Point 19 (£9.551/hour) to Point 20
(£9.900/hour) with effect from 1 November 2015.

h)

Payments
JR proposed, MF seconded and it was resolved to authorise the following payments to be
made:£35.00
£186.24
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Information

Commissioner

Ms Joanna van Tonder

Data Registration renewal fee
Clerk's salary (October 2015)

Date of next meeting

Meetings for 2016:

5 January, 1 March, 3 May, 5 July, 6 September and 1 November 2016

The meeting closed at 8:15 pm.
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BROCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Oerk:

Ms Joama van Tonder
151 catifornia Road
0IdIand Common
BS309PP
Tel: 01586 43n69

HALF YEAR FINANCIAL REVIEW 2015/2016
Actual

Elllmated

IIHIBt

for the 6 months

for the year ending
31/03/16

for the year ending
31/03/16

ending 3O{09/15

INCOME
Precept
Cooncil Tax Benefit Grant (NSC)
Village Orderty Grant
VAT reclaimed (2013/2014)
Interest earned
Grants received

3,500.00
17.11
100.00
14.76

3,631.87

3,500
17
100
15
0
0
3,632

3,500
17
100
1

0
0
0
5
1

3,638
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2,328

-1,078

20

EXPENDITlJRE
Annual General expenditure:
Oet1<.'sSalary
Oerk's Telephone expenses
Oerk's Travel allowances
Training
Printing
Stationery
Postage
IT Expenses
Insurance
SUbscriptions
Data Protection Registration Fee
Grants
Room Hire &. Speakers
Annual Audit Fees
Parish Coundl Election
Village Maintenance
Other

a

extraordinary

2,906.08

3,406
20
128
0
71
10
121
159
185
35
200
147
5
150
100
0
4,737

3n.88

378

71.88

72

449.76

450

116.19
44.17
120.78
159.00
134.54

71.50
4.95

-20

120

-8

60

-11

310
185
35
200
139
11
150
100

-10
-121
151
0
0
0
-8
6
0
0
0
-1,099

3,638

°

expenditure:

Other: "Slow" road markings in CheIvey

Other:

2,254.95

Hi-viz tabbards

0

-450

5,187

3,638

-1,549

-1,555

0

VAT paid on expenditure, to be reclaimed
(2014/2015)

0
3,355.84

SURPLUS TO RESERVES I (SHORTfALL
RJNDED FROM RESERVES)

Cash Balances
as at 30
September 2015
Current account
Deposit acoount

JvT 14 October 2015

-378
-72

l,3n.02
1,101.23
2,478.25

Net impact on
Cash Row

-1,555

Projected Cash
Balances as at
31 March 2016

924

Brockley Parish Council
GRANTS & CHARITABLE DONATIONS POLICY
1.

Timing

Applications will only be considered at the November meeting/ in order that they can be considered on
their merit and to give fair consideration to a number of applications. Any applications should be submitted
at least one month in advance of that meeting to ensure parish council members have time to read the
submission prior to any decisions made at the meeting.

2.

Criteria

a)

Applicants should be registered local charities.

b)

The charity should provide a benefit to residents of the parish, this could be a direct benefit (receipt of
services) or an indirect benefit (deterrence or prevention work) and it will be at the discretion of the
Parish Council members, or a committee set up for this purpose, to decide whether funding the work is
appropriate.

3.

Additional Parameters

The Parish Council will consider support for fundraising events provided the organiser can show how the event
will raise funds for charity and that the beneficiary is a charity that meets criteria 2 a) and b) above.

Adopted 3 November 2015 (minute 10(e))

Supersedes all previous Grants & Charitable Donations Polides

13. Resolution

. It was resolved that a banking relationship willbe maintained with National Westminster Bonk Pic (the Bank) in accordance
with this mandate and that:
• The individuals identified as authorised signatories may, in accordance with the signing rules, sign cheques and give
instructions for Standing Orders, Direct Debits, Electronic Payments, Banker's Drafts and other payments on the
accounts even if it causes an account to be overdrawn or exceed any limit.
• Any authorised signatory may give other instructions or requests for information to the Bonk in relation to the accounts;
opening accounts with the same signing rules and authorised signatories; closing accounts; or other banking services
or products.
.
• The Bank may accept instructions that do not have,an original written authorised signot.tJreprovided the Bank is satisfied
that the instruction is genuine and subject to any other agreement the Bank may require for those instructions.
• The Organisation will provide to the Bank a copy of its constitution (if it has one) and any amendment to the
constitution, certified as correct by the Secretary.
• This mandate will continue until the Organisation gives the Bank a replacement mandate
14. Signing Rules

Select one of the following options;
The Bank may act on the instructions of:
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aUthorised'si9tiotori~s for
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authorised signatories for unlimited amounts

OR

Any other combination of the authorised signatories as specified in the box below.
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