BROCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Annual Meeting 304 of the Parish Council held at St Nicholas Church, Brockley
on 2 May 2017.

Present:

Distribution:

1

Dr Julian Ridge (Chairman), Dr Bryan Smith, Mike Fishwick, Martin Jarvis, Liz
Lunn and Joanna van Tonder (Clerk)
Deborah Yamanaka (District Councillor), John Wilkinson (NSC Parish Liaison)
The Parish Councillors plus Deborah Yamanaka and John Wilkinson

Election of Chair and Vice Chair and Declarations of Acceptance of
Office

Chairman - Julian Ridge, proposed by BS, seconded by LL and duly elected.
JR informed members that AR had given his consent to being nominated in absentia for the role of
Vice Chairman of the Parish Council.
Vice Chairman - Antony Ridge, proposed by MF, seconded by BS and duly elected.
JR's Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was completed in the presence of the Clerk. AR to
complete his Declaration of Acceptance of Office form before the next meeting.

2

Apologiesfor absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Antony Ridge.

3

Declarationsof Interest

No declarations of interest were made.

4

PublicParticipation

There were no members of the public present.

5

Minutes of the previousmeeting 303 - 7 March 2017

BS proposed, MF seconded and it was agreed the minutes of the last meeting having been circulated
previously be taken as a true and accurate record.

6

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting - 21 March 2017

BS proposed, MF seconded and it was agreed the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting having been
circulated previously be taken as a true and accurate record.

7

Matters Arising

The following action arising from the meeting of 7 March 2017 is still outstanding or addressed as
follows:
- Brockley Hall warning sign: Collected on 20 April and installed.
BS advised that it was intended to put the old warning sign up on another post on the
approach to the concealed entrance.

8
a)

Meetings & Correspondence
ParishForum-15 March 2017
The Clerk confirmed she had attended the Parish Forum and reported that the discussion had
concentrated on the financial position of NSC; £8.6m was saved in 2016/17, £lO.4m savings
were needed in 2017/18.
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The challenges faced were reduced funding from central government, increased demand for
adult social care and children's services, increased cost of waste and recycling and
uncertainties about future growth.

b)

SW Conference of Local Council Associations -16

March 2017

The Clerk, who had attended, reported that key note speaker, Sasha Morgan (Dept for
Communities & Local Government), had explained her role as the middle-man facilitating
cohesion between Local Government constraints and Central Government policy with priorities
focussing on driving up housing supply, increasing home ownership, devolving powers and
budgets to boost local growth and supporting strong communities with excellent public
services.
Workshops offered covered legal, IT, planning, health, broadband and employment topics as
well as the Local Council Award Scheme. Concerns were raised around the precept
referendum principle and the implications of the method of calculating the threshold for
smaller councils.

c)

Circulation envelope
BS accepted the envelope.
The Clerk advised that she had signed the Parish Council up to two new magazines; the first
being The Village Magazine, covering Backwell, Brockley and Chelvey, and the second being
All About Cleeve. She confirmed it was her intention to contribute to The Village Magazine to
increase the profile, and publicise the work, of the Parish Council.

9

PoliceReport

Members noted that there had been one count of drug related crime where the offender was given a
drugs possession warning on or near Brockley Combe Road in January 2017 and one public order
offence on or near Brockley Lane in February 2017, still under investigation.
DY commented that, in the past, there had been many more cases of drug related crime around the
airport and surrounding parishes that appear to have significantly reduced.

10

Planning

a)

Planning applications, consents and refusals since the last meeting
1. The following planning application has been received;
No planning applications had been received since the last meeting.
2. The following planning applications have been granted consent:
No planning applications have been refused or granted consent since the last meeting.

b)

Enforcement cases
No new enforcement cases have been opened since the last meeting.

c)

Other
Bristol Airport
LL confirmed she had attended the recent PCAA meeting where it was agreed the PCAA
would write to NSC regarding ongoing illegal car parking. It was noted that it is Bristol
Airport's intention to grow to lSmppa; passenger numbers are currently capped at 10mppa.
The Clerk read an e-rnall received from the PCAA requesting comments and support for a
letter of objection to NSC who have committed to spend £200,000 on a study to investigate
transport options on the A38 to Bristol Airport as part of the West of England Joint Spatial
Plan and Joint Transport Study. JW confirmed the total cost of the study was expected to be
£650,000 with Bristol Airport picking up the balance of £450,000.
It was agreed to:
1. OBJECT to NSC using income derived from Council Tax to fund the transport study
during times of such austerity,
2. SUPPORT the PCAA's letter of objection, and

3. OBJECTto an increase in passenger numbers through Bristol Airport from 10mppa to
15mppa.
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DY suggested to members that the hourly Weston Flyer that travelled along part of the A370
could be a possible source of transport for Brockley and Chelvey residents.
Action:
Clerk to make enquiries
Youngwood Lane
Members noted that Engine Lane appeared to be NSC's preferred site for development in
Nailsea although it could not be ignored that, in future years when additional capacity was
required, Youngwood Lane would likely be considered once again.

11
a)

Streets, Open Spaces and Public Rights of Way
Action taken by North SOmersetCouncilsince the last meeting
The following action has been taken by NSC since the previous meeting:
Brockley Elm House: requested the carriageway lines; works were due to be
undertaken in April
Fly-tipping on Chelvey Batch: removed
Bags of litter from Litter Pick: removed
Brockley Lane pothole (outside old Solarsense): reported but not filled, report again
Action:
Clerk to enquire after Brockley Elm House lines

Temporary road closures I speed amendments
- Brockley Lane (from Manor Farm for approximately 200m in a south easterly direction to
Long Acre) - ROAD CLOSURE
as a result of Bristol Water pipeline works
from Monday, 24 April 2017 for three weeks

b)

Condition of roads, pavements, verges and footpaths
The following reports were received:
Brockley Lane pothole (north of Chelvey Lane junction) where the edge of the
carriageway has deteriorated at the passing point
Pothole at the edge of the carriageway where it meets the passing layby opposite the
old Solarsense entrance on Brockley Lane
Action:
Clerk to report to NSC
Backwell Recycling Centre
BS reported that, since the change in the recycling contract and implementation of reduced
hours at the Recycling Centre in Backwell, there had been significant queues of vehicles
attempting to access the site and many have been turned away. The bins have been
overflowing on many occasions.
It was agreed the Parish Council would write a letter of complaint to NSC.
Action:
Clerk to circulate draft letter
Recycling
JR confirmed that the temporary arrangements for the collection of refuse and recycling from
properties affected by the Brockley Lane road closure had not been implemented. Only refuse
had been collected that morning leaving two weeks' recycling uncollected.
Action:
Clerk to notify Andy Prestt (NSC Recycling Contracts Manager)

c)

Prioritised gullies and schedule for clearing
It was agreed that BS should clear away the debris from the Brockley Lane drain that is
currently causing it to be obscured from view in order that contractors will be able to locate
the drain during gully clearing operations.
Action:
BS to clear

d)

Parish Maintenance
JR confirmed that Brian Whiteway had not yet completed the works as specified in the list
provided to him.
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e)

BristolWater pipeline
Members were advised that the web page created by Bristol Water to keep everyone up to
date with the pipeline works schedule was not regularly maintained and was out of date. It
was commented that the operations appeared poorly organised.

f)

Replacementof stileson footpaths LA4/6 and LA4/11
JR confirmed that he had received the two pedestrian gates and one kissing gate.
He called for volunteers to make up a working party to help install the gates.

g)

Speedreductionmeasureson the A370
Following a discussion at the APM, concerns had been raised by a Main Road resident about
the speed of traffic exiting Backwell along Main Road. The resident has had communications
with NSC who have excluded the possibility of a speed reduction in the vicinity as well as the
option of providing warning signs.
DY confirmed that another resident on Main Road had contacted her and NSC Executive
Member, Cllr Ap-Rees, requesting a reduction in speed and had received a similar response.
Mention had been made at the APM of a Vehicle Activated Sign that could be placed within the
30mph zone before the start of the SOmph zone but it was felt this would probably not have
the desired effect so far down the road from the start of the houses.
Members discussed the installation of a sign warning of entrances on the left side of the road.
Action:
Clerk to establish NSC's position with regard to a warning sign
Clerk to obtain quotes and further information if necessary

12
a)

LocalProjects
Facilitiesat BrockleyChurch
JR read from a report submitted by AR wherein he explained that estimates were in the
process of being obtained by the architect. The project would go ahead regardless of the
selling of Brockley Court and it had been decided that a new owner could be approached for a
contribution towards the cost at a later stage. An estimate of £3,500 had been received for
the digging and pipe laying along a route that had been agreed with the architect. A site visit
is scheduled for 22 May when the route will be walked through and the next stage of the
project considered.
BS had previously suggested the whole project be costed and funds sought from the Bristol
Airport Community Fund in the first instance; all were in agreement.

b)

Wildflower Meadow
JR advised there was nothing to report at this stage.

13

Finance

a)

AssetReport
Members discussed one of the posts located at the Brockley Elm triangle that was leaning at
an angle. It was agreed that the post was completely stable and still acting as an effective
barrier.
The Annual Asset Report and Asset Register previously circulated (copy attached) was
accepted and signed.

b)

Section 1 of the Annual Return:AnnualGovernanceStatement 2016/17

It was agreed to approve Section 1: Annual Governance Statement of the Annual Return for
the year ending 31 March 2017.

c)

Adoptionof the Accountsfor the year ended 31 March 2017 ad Section2 of the
Annual Return: AccountingStatements 2016/17
MF proposed, BS seconded and it was resolved that the Parish Council will adopt and approve
the accounts for the year ending 31 March 2017 (copy attached).
It was agreed to approve Section 2: Accounting Statements of the Annual Return for the year
ending 31 March 2017.

Page 4 of 5

d)

Annual Internal Audit report 2016/17
Members noted the Annual Internal Audit report from the Council's Internal Auditor for 2016 /

2017, as previously circulated.
e)

Insurance Policy
It was agreed to accept the recommendation from brokers Came & Co. and purchase cover
from Ecclesiastical for the period 1 June 2017 to 31 May 2018 at a cost of £168.00.

f)

Receiptsand Payments
The Clerk reported the following receipts had been received since the last meeting:-

£12.40

North Somerset Council

Council Tax Benefit grant 2017/18

flOO.OO

North Somerset Council

Village Orderly grant 2017/18

£2,150.00

North Somerset Council

1st Precept payment 2017/18

JR proposed, BS seconded and it was resolved to ratify the following payments made since
the last meeting:-

£82.20

Signs of Cheshire

Balance due on Noticeboard

£194.98

Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC

Clerk's salary (March 2017)

£196.93

Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC

Clerk's salary (April 2017)

JR proposed, BS seconded and it was resolved to authorise the following payments to be
made:-

14

£50.60

Avon Local Councils Association

Annual subscription 2017/18

£21.12

Ms Joanna van Tonder

Reimburse Clerk for Brockley Lane
warninq sion

£20.20

Ms Joanna van Tonder

Two hours of Internal Audit work
as part of Internal Audit Panel

£168.00

came & Company

Insurance 2017/18

£0.00

Mrs Eleanor Wade

FOC Invoice for travel expenses
incurred in performing Internal
Audit

Dateof next meeting

2017 meeting dates:

4 July, 5 September, 7 November 2017

Change of venue
JR proposed, MF seconded and it was decided to change the venue of winter meetings to St Bridget's
Church, Chelvey.
Meetings held in May, July and September: St Nicholas' Church, Brockley.
Meetings held in November, January and March: St Bridget's Church, Chelvey.
Action:
Clerk to notify the respective PCC's and advertise accordingly

The meeting closed at 8:10 pm.
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State of Brockley Parish Council Assets
I inspected the following assets belonging to Brockley parish council in April 2017.
a) The seat outside st, Nicholas church.
b) The seat along St. Nicholas Way.
c) The

9 protective posts surrounding Brockley Elm triangle.

d) The Parish notice boards
e)

The Brockley millennium stone at Brockley crossroads

The Seat outside St. Nicholas Church
The seat, together with its foundations and fastenings, are in very good condition in all respects.
The Seat along St. Nicholas Way
The seat is in reasonably good condition. One of the horizontal slats is slightly damaged but this
has been the case for many years and remains solid. It is highly unlikely that anyone could injure
themselves as a result of the minor damage to the seat. There is some moss on the seat which
should be cleared.
Protective Posts at Brockley Elm Triangle
All nine posts surrounding Brockley elm triangle are in reasonably good condition although some
of the reflective markers have been damaged and one of the posts now lies at an angle of
approximately 30 degrees to the vertical. The inclined post is sturdy and appears to have been
indirectly tilted as a result of movement to the surrounding grass banking caused by traffic rather
than from direct contact with traffic. Damage to the reflectors has taken place over several years
and not just in the past year.
Parish Notice Boards
All notice boards, fastenings and posts are in reasonable or good condition.
Brockley Millennium Stone
The stone is in good condition even though the contrast of paintwork to stone could be more
pronounced.
CUr. M.W. Fishwick
19th April 2017

Additional Notes
An Asset Register as at

31 March 2017 has been compiled and is attached to this report.

ACOUIsmONS:

An A3 sized Poster display case purchased for £137.00 in March 2017.

DISPOSALS:

Item 3.1 on the Asset Register being a small wooden noticeboard
located on Chelvey Lane and written off with a nominal value of £1.00.

Joanna van Tonder
Parish Clerk
23rd April 2017
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BROCKlEY PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk:
1\'15
Joanna van Tonder
Tel: 07586 437769

YEAR END FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS 2016/2017

Notes

Last Year

Actual

Budget

for the year
ending 31/03/16

for the year
ending 31/03/17

for the year
ending 31/03/17

SavingsI
(overspend)

INCOME

3,500.00

Precept
Council Tax Benefit Grant
Village Orderly Grant
VAT reclaimed
Interest earned
Grants received

17.11
100.00
14.76
5.96
540,00
4,177.83

4,100.00
18.00
100.00
33.40

4,100
18
100
29

0
0
0
-4

0
0

4,251.40

4,247

2,339.76
20.00
45.35
45.00
68,08
14.28
34.85
164.25
135.86
35.00
200.00
105.00

2,317
30
35
60
110
15
53
164
187
35
200
110
25
100

EXPENDITURE
Annual

General

Expenditure

Clerk's Salary
Clerk's Telephone expenses
Clerk's Travel allowances
Training
Printing & Stationery
Postage
IT Expenses
Insurance
Subscriptions
Data Protection Registration Fee
Grants
Meeting room hire & APM speakers
Annual Audit Fees
Village maintenance
Footpath maintenance
Other

2

3,406.44
10,00
132.54
82.94
10.26

3
4

159.00
184.54
35.00
200.00
176.50
4.95
90,00

4,492.17

3,207.43

100.39
71.88
172.27

Projects subsidised by grants
"Slow" road markings in Chelvey
Website set up in compliance with
Transparency Code
Purchase of laptop and scanner

15
42

1
18
0
51
0
0
5
25

100

137.00
137.00

0
-137

0

377.88

0

169.93

0

350
350

547.81
33.40
5,245.65

3,891

SURPLUS / (OVERSPEND)

-1,067.82

506.25

356

RESERVES
Cash Balances as at 31 March

1,020.10

6

61

1,526.35

1,020.101 I

Current account

100

0

288.95
288.95
111.77
3,745.15

1,526.351
I

Deposit account
Petty Cash

I

11
-81.24

Less: Unspent grants received
Less: Earmarked reserves
RESERVE available

10
-10

0

100
3,541

5

Extraordinary
Expenditure
Parish Council Election
Hi-viz Tabbards
Chelvey Noticeboard

Vat paid on expenses to be reclaimed

-23

at 1 April 2017

% of annual general expenditure

7

0.00
1,445.11

45.06%

JvT 5 April 2017
JvT 12j04/2017

BROCKlEY PARISH COUNCIL

Cleric
Ms Joanna van Tonder
Tel: 07586

437769

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS 2016/2017

Note 1: Grants Received!

I

Projects subsidised by grants
Net surplus {
(deficit) ef.;t!:''1T

Airport

Community

Grant received

Project expenditure

Net surplus /
(deficit) CA55!;'C

0.12

Fund grant (A'E 31{03{15)

0.12
Transparency

Code Compliance

grant

370.07

(FYE 31{03{16)

- Purchase
31/03/17)

of laptop

and scanner

(PfE

288.95

81.12
370.19

288.95

0.00

81.24

Note 2: Clerk's Salary
The Clerk's salary is based on the salary scale recommended

by the National

Association

of Local Councils

and the Society of Local Coundl

Clerks.

Note 3: Subscriptions
The following

subscriptions

were paid:

Avon Local Councils Association (2016/2017)

49.86

36.00
50.00
0.00
135.86

CPRE
Parish Councils Airport
Avon Wildlife Trust

Association

Note 4: Grants paid
The following

grants were approved

and paid:
Chelvey

& Brockley

Friends of Brockley

PCC (churchyard
Church

100.00
100.00
200.00

maintenance)

(churchyard

maintenance)

Note 5: Other
No other expenditure

was incurred.

Note 6: VAT to be reclaimed
VAT paid on the following

expenses

will be reclaimed:
Printing

& Stationery

13.61
6.97
6.00
27.40
57.79
111.77

IT costs
Conference fees
Chelvey Noticeboard
Laptop

and scanner

Note 7: Earmarked Reserves
EarmarKed Reserves
~fC~.tH_F0~\-'{';f;::;

Unspent budaet -

Project expenditure

earmarked

Net Earmarked
Reserves Ci;P.?..z;:Q

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

NT 05fC4f2017

