BROCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting
Present:

Distribution:

1

305 of the Parish Council held at St Nicholas Church, Brockley on 4 July 2017.
Or Julian Ridge (Chairman), Or Antony Ridge (Vice), Or Bryan Smith, Mike
Fishwick, Martin Jarvis and Joanna van Tonder (Clerk)
Deborah Yamanaka (District Councillor), John Wilkinson (NSC Parish Liaison)
1 resident
The Parish Councillors plus Deborah Yamanaka and John Wilkinson

ViceChairDeclarationof Acceptanceof Off'tce

AR's Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was completed in the presence of the Clerk.

2

Apologiesfor absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Liz Lunn, PC Paul .Morris and PCSO Kate Turner.

3

Declarationsof Interest

No declarations of interest were made.

4

PublicParticipation

Mr Sean Davies was invited to address the members and raised the following concerns:
1. Mr Davies asked if members were obligated to declare an interest when discussing planning
applications if they were in dispute with the applicant in question.
- JR advised that the requirement for Councillors to declare interests was limited to pecuniary
interests alone.
2. Mr bavies expressed concern that the Parish Council appeared to have the power to have a
planning application rejected and questioned the method by which members reached
conclusions about an application that led to the raising of an objection.
- Both JR and the Clerk reiterated that the Parish Council's submitted comment was that of
the majority of the members, not just one single member and did very little to sway the
planning officers at NSC when it came to the final decision on an application.
3. Mr Davies queried the reasons why the Parish Council had objected to his recent planning
application 17/P/l065/CUPA (see 9(a), below),
- JR explained that the proposed structure did not fit in with the rural surroundings. A
passionate and good-tempered debate took place. Mr Davies confirmed he would be
appealing NSC's decision to refuse the change of use of the barn to a dwelling.
The Clerk invited Mr Oavies to address the Council at any future meeting in advance of his
submitting further planning applications in order to present his vision and explain his project.
Mr Davies excused himself from the rest of the meeting and was thanked for attending.

5

Minutesof the previousmeeting304- 2 May 2017

BS proposed, MJ seconded and it was agreed the minutes of the fast meeting having been circulated
previously be taken as a true and accurate record.

6

MattersArising

The following action arising from the meeting or 2 May 2017 is still outstanding or addressed as
fo1lows:
- 8ackwell Recycling Centre: Letter of complaint was sent to Colin RusseU (Waste Services
Manager, NSC) and later forwarded to Mark McGregor (Head of Streets & Open Spaces, NSC);
awaiting a reply
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Members discussed the ongoing issues with the Recycling Centre, with long queues not being
helped with there being only one person to martial traffic on site. Bins appeared not to be
sufficiently condensed and it was noted that it was especially difficult for residents to heave
heavy green waste bags over the high-sided bin edges.
Action:
Clerk to forward letters on to DY
Action:
DY to take up lack of reply with Colin Russell/ .Mark McGregor

7

Meetings & Correspondence

a)

ALCANorth SomersetAGM- 22 June 2017
The Clerk reported that she had attended the AGM.
Guest speaker, John Baker (Independent Planning Consultant), spoke on "Crossing
Boundaries" and explained that the W-o-E Joint Spatial Plan and Joint Transport Study was
designed to provide a strategic planning outline across the four unitary boundaries in terms of
scale of, and locations for required development. He strongly favoured Ashton Vale as a site
for development.
A general discussion around the Green Belt was had with strong views expressed both for and
against the protection of the strip between south Bristol and North Somerset.
Rhiannon Prys-Owen stepped down as Secretary; Geoff Coombs was elected Chair, Joanna
van Tonder was appointed Secretary.

b)

NSCHousingDelivery Briefing - 6 July 2017
AR and JvT confirmed they would be attending on behalf of the Pc.

c)

Circulation envelope
SS accepted the envelope.

8

PoliceReport

Members noted that there had been one count of vehicle crime on or near Chelvey Batch and one on
or near St Nicholas Way, both still under investigation, in March 2017. No crime was reported during
April.

9

Planning

a)

Planning applications, consents and refusals since the last meeting
1. The following planning applications have been received:

- 17/P/l065/CUPA: Midgell Farm, Chelvey Road, Chelvey (Prior approval for change of
use from agricultural building and land to lno. Dwelling (C3), plus associated operational
development comprising of the stripping back of barn to retain and reuse the existing steel
frame; re-cladding, insertion of new windows and doors)
Council comment:
Object (retrospective) on the following grounds:
1. Proposed modern, industrial-styled design does not
demonstrate sensitivity to the existing local character of this
rural area, and
2. The metal cladding covering an unacceptably large
proportion of the proposed new dwelling is not in keeping
with policy GDP3 of the Local Plan that requires that
"detailing, colour and materials respect the characteristics of
the site and its surroundings ... "
- 17/P/1525/LDE: Land and buildings at Srockley Store, Main Road, Brockley (Certificate
of Lawful use existing for the continued use of buildings and land for purposes incidental to
the main class A1 retail unit)
2. The following planning application has been refused:

- 17/P/1065/CUPA: Midgell Farm, Chelvey Road, Chelvey (Prior approval for change of
use from agricultural building and land to lno. Dwelling (C3), plus associated operational
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development comprising of the stripping back of barn to retain and reuse the existing steel
frame; re-cladding, insertion of new windows and doors)

b)

Enforcement cases

- 2017/0194: Barn and land opposite Little Chelvey, Brockley Lane (Unauthorised camping
and caravan site) - NEW CASEi site visit pending

- 2017/0238: Brickyard Wood Barn, Brockley Lane (Unauthorised works and structures in
field without consent) - NEW CASE
c)

Other
Bristol Airport
In response to the PCAA's request for comments on the proposed letter of objection to NSC,
members noted the PC had responded as follows:
The Parish Council:
OBJECTS to the use of income derived from Council Tax
receipts by North Somerset Council to fund the transport study during times of such
austerity, SUPPORTS the PCAA's letter of objection, and OBJECTS to an increase in
passenger numbers through Bristol Airport from 10mppa to 15mppa.
Members noted that the Weston Flyer CA3) travelled along the A370 through the parish,
between Weston-super-Mare and Bristol Airport and that concessionary passes for residents
living within the BS48 postcode (amongst others) were available.
The Clerk advised the PCAA had met on 22 June to discuss Bristol Airport's Master Plan 2018,
the jointly funded NSC / Bristol Airport Transport Study, and 17/P/1273/F (Proposed use of
on-board auxiliary power units between 06:00 and 23:00 hours in aircraft on stands 34 - 37).
DY advised the planning application related to ground running noise and confirmed that
Wrington PC was objecting.
Action:
Clerk to circulate PCAA Minutes once these become available
Youngwood Lane
Members heard that no decision had yet been taken on 16/P/1677/0T2:
Outline planning
permission including EIA for approximately 450 dwellings.
It was noted that an application (17/P/1250/F) had been submitted. on 6 June 2017 for 183
dwellings at Engine Lane.
Other
DY advised
inspector's
robust five
undesirable

10
a)

the Council that NSC's "5 year supply" of housing was in doubt following a recent
report and it believed NSC would need an additional 2,500 dwellings to ensure a
year supply. Without it, the District Council would be left unable to effectively fight
planning applications at the appeal stage.

Streets, Open Spaces and Pubiic Rights oi Way
Action taken by North Somerset Council since the last meeting
The following action has been taken by NSC since the previous meeting:
Brockley Elm House: lines painted do not extend all the way to the steps; will wait
and see if what has been done proves effective
Brockley Lane pothole (outside old Solarsense): reported; marked for repair
Brockley Lane pothole (north of Chelvey Lane junction): reported; marked for repair
Action:
Clerk to follow up Brockley Lane potholes with Gregg Brake
Chelvey Lane: Wild garlic flailed prematurely; reported to NSC and awaiting a reply
Action:
JW to follow up Chelvey Lane with Ed McKay (NSC)

Temporary road closures / speed amendments
- Main Road (from the junction with Dark Lane to the Jubilee Inn, Flax Bourton) - ROAD
CLOSURE
•
as a result of carriageway surfaCing works
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from Monday, 3 July 2017 for two weeks between the hours of 20:00 and 06:00
Diversion: Brockley Combe Road, Downside Road, A38, A4174 (SBLR / Colliters
Way), A370 Long Ashton Bypass
- Main Road (from the junction at Kellways in a southerly direction for approximately 460m to
the property The Limes) - EXTENSION OF TIME (TEMPORARY 30mph SPEED LIMIT)
to control traffic flow in the vicinity of the Bristol Water temporary construction
compound
effective from 16lanuary 2017 for a maximum period of six months
- Footpaths LA4/7/l0 and LA4/7/20 (entire length) - EXTENSION OF TIME (CLOSURE TO
FOOT PASSENGERS)
effective from 16lanuary 2017 to 16 July 2018 or until the works are complete
b)

Condition of roads, pavements, verges and footpaths
No reports were received.

c)

Prioritisedgullies and schedule for clearing
BS confirmed there had been no action taken by NSC on the Brockley Lane drain (between
Brockley Hall and the A370 traffic lights) and that he had cleared the drain himself.

d)

Parish Maintenance
JR confirmed that Brian Whiteway had completed the maintenance works that he had been
tasked with.
Members discussed the option of making use of the Conservation Volunteers for future parish
maintenance tasks as well as with the laying of the wildflower meadow verges. JR advised
that the Conservation Volunteers could assist with activities such as tree and hedge planting,
woodland management, vegetation clearance, path construction and much more.
Action:
Clerk to establish how the PC accesses their services

e)

Bristol Water pipeline
Members heard that, according to Bristol Water's website, works to complete the crossing at
Main Road were anticipated to begin on 22 November 2017 and last two weeks (two way
lights). It was believed, however, that this work had already been completed.
Acti.on:
Clerk to seek clarification
MJ commended Bristol Water in that the works site had been left clean and tidy and the
sympathetic traffic management had resulted in minimal inconvenience.

f)

g)

Footpaths
BS reported the section of the footpath beyond the new gate was overgrown. JR advised that
Brian Whiteway may already have cut back this stretch since then.
JR reported that he had installed the two self closing gates replacing stiles on LA4/4 and
LA4/11 with help from parishioner Andrew Robb and called for volunteers to assist with the
installation of the kissing gate. It was agreed the Conservation Volunteers could be called on
to undertake this.
Action:
Clerk to make contact (see 10(d), above)
Speed reduction measures on the A370

The Clerk reported that e-mails had been sent to both (olin Medus (Head of Highways) and
Cllr Elfan Ap-Rees (Executive Member for Highways) requesting NSC reconsider the option of
installing a warning Sign on the approach to the nine properties whose driveways exit on to
Main Road. The Clerk's further investigations into the Department for Transport's regulations
on signage had revealed that no provision exists for concealed entrance warning signs;
special authorisation would be needed and is only granted in exceptional cases.
It was agreed the Parish Council had done all it could to assist residents on this matter but
that no further action would be taken.
Action:
Clerk to advise Mr & Mrs Cook and Mr Ammar
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h)

Quiet Lanes
The Clerk explained the CPRE had started this initiative with an aim to promoting
environmentally sustainable transport and lower speed limits on country lanes and through
villages.
Eligibility criteria limited the number of suitabJelanes that could be put forward within the
parish, however, it was agreed to submit the following lanes to be included on the draft map
being drawn up by Yatton Parish Council:
Brockley Lane, Chelvey Lane, ChelveyBatch and Chelvey Road (between Main Road
and Chelvey Lane intersection)
Once a proposal is finalised, it wiU be presented to NSC for approval.
Action:
Clerk to advise Yatton PC

11
a)

LocalProjects
Facilitiesat BrockleyChurch
Members noted the report previously circulated by AR, copy attached.

b)

WildflowerMeadow
JR confirmed he would follow up with 8ristol Water to establish what mix they were
proposing to sew in the small section of verge disturbed by the recent pipeline works. It was
suggested the Conservation Volunteers could be employed to assist with the planting up of
the meadow.
Action:
Clerk to contact Jamie Edmonds (Kier I Bristol Water) for advice
Members agreed to set up a working group to take this forward, with first planting on the
western verge along Main Road, possibly to be followed by the ChelveyBatch triangle to the
east.

12

Commemorationof the end of WWI
Members heard that NAlC had suggested that Parish and

Town Councils could commemorate the

lOOth anniversary of the end of WWI with the lighting of beacons. It was noted that Backwell PC, with
whom Brockley may have teamed up, had decided not to participate in this particular activity on
grounds of cost and Health & Safety. It was agreed that Brockley PC would not partiCipate in the
lighting of a beacon either.

13
a)

Finance
Receiptsand Payments
The Clerk reported that no receipts

had been received since the last meeting.

JR proposed, 85 seconded and it was resolved to ratify the following payments made since
the last meeting:-

£196.93

Ms Joanna van Tonder

I HMRC

Clerk's salary (May 2017)

£196.93

Ms Joanna van Tonder

I HMRC

Clerk's salary (June 2017)

JR proposed, 8S seconded and it was resolved to authorise the following payments to be
made:-

14

£36.00

CPRE

AnnuaJ subscription 2017/18

£50.00

Avon Wildlife Trust

Annual subscription 2017/18

Date of next meeting

2017 meeting dates:
2018 meeting dates:

5 September, 7 November 2017
9 January, 6 March, 1 May, 3 July, 4 September, 6 November 2018

The meeting closed at 8:25 pm.
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REPORT ON THE CURRENTSITUATION OF THE WATER PROJECTFOR ST NICHOLAS'
CHURCH,BROCKLEY
The route of the water pipe to the churchyard wall has now been finalised. It will run from
the mains connection point north of the hedge that runs east-west close to the White House,
across the track and between the two oak trees, across the track again, and then west along the
outside of the Walled Garden wall. We have verbal permission from Roger Fortune, the
landowner for this part of the route. Next, on the west side of the entrance of the track to
Brockley Court Farmhouse the route turns north to run up the field on the west side of the post
and rail fence. Opposite the corner of the churchyard wall the route turns east and approaches
the wall next to the compost heap enclosure, eventually to enter the churchyard. Lyall Kennedy,
the landowner, has given verbal permission for this part of the route.
Advantages of this route: The planned route is longer than the previous alternatives, but the
trench will be far easier to dig. This is especially true in the churchyard (see below), as there are
no marked graves along the route.
The route in the churchyard is planned, but permission from the Parochial Church Council for
this part of the route has yet to be given. It runs under the churchyard wall and enters the
churchyard next to the compost retaining wall. It then runs east ultimately to enter the church
under the west-facing organ room door.
The trench arch drain is planned to exit the church in the same or an adjoining trench to the
entering water pipe, and then runs west towards the churchyard wall. The dimensions of this
drain are sufficient for a soak-away along the further part of this route.
Financing the digging, connection and pipe laying. We have an estimate for the trench digging
for the pipe and drain, and for laying the pipe, and it is proposed to pay for this work from funds
accumulated by the Committee of the Friends of Brockley Church. An updated estimate for the
connection charge from Bristol Water will be obtained soon, and it is hoped that this also will be
paid from the same account.
Next steps: We need to arrange a meeting with the PCC,with the architect present, to describe
the details of the projected pipe and drain route in the churchyard, and to ask for permission to
proceed with the work, since the churchyard is the responsibility of the PCC(the church building
is the property of the Churches Conservation Trust). We have had preliminary discussions on
this, but the date of this meeting is yet to be arranged.
Construction in the church. Plans for the toilet, washing facility and stand pipe to be
constructed in the organ room have been drawn up. In order to free up more room the organ
bellows box will need to be moved. Although the organ is owned by the CCTthere is a wider
interest in it because the church is still a sacred building, and the organ (which is old and of a
high quality) is used in services in the church The Rector and the architect need to collaborate on
making sure the repositioning of the bellows is done to expert professional standards, and they
will meet to discuss this (most conveniently when the PCCmeeting takes place). When all the
details of this construction are agreed, and a Faculty (permission) is applied for and granted by
the Diocese, then application for funds can proceed. In the first instance we will approach the
Airport Community Fund, as Brockley is a neighbouring parish to Bristol Airport.
Timescale: Experience has shown that it is not possible to predict the timescale precisely, but a
reasonable hope is that the connection and pipe laying will be completed this year, and
application for funding for the construction in the church will be made this year or early in 2018.
A.R 26iliJune, 2017

