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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
It is with sadness that we had to say
goodbye  to  two  very  hard-working
Councillors this past year: Karen Shaw
and Dr Antony Ridge, both deciding
to  step  down  due  to  mounting
personal commitments. 
Antony joined the PC in May 2005 and
was vice Chair since May 2010. He was
instrumental in progressing the water
project  in  St  Nicholas  church  having
made  an  error  of  judgement  in
offering to  initiate an application for
grant funds in July 2012! He organised
the planting of a Liquidambar tree and
some February  Gold  daffodils  at  the
Crossroads  to  celebrate  the  Golden
Jubilee in 2012.
We have been, extremely fortunate to
co-opt Tessa Jarman of Brockley Hall

on  to  the  Council  following  Karen's
resignation.
That still leaves a space on the Council
for  a  co-option.…  If  you  think  you
might like to join the team and play a
part  in  shaping  your  community,
please get in touch!
We will also be saying goodbye to our
Clerk, Joanna van Tonder in May but
look  forward  to  welcoming  Andy
Warren, current Clerk to Cleeve Parish
Council, into the role. No doubt there
will be many benefits to both Councils
with  Andy  at  the  helm,  overseeing
these neighbouring parishes.

BROCKLEY WOODS

Since the purchase of the woodlands
in March 2019, the owners have made
as safe as possible, all the large trees
along  the  A370  by  cutting  off  their
primary  limbs  on  the  roadside,  only
taking the weight off the trees on that
side – hopefully  reducing the risk  of
them being blown over or falling onto
Main Road.
Brockley  Combe  has  had  a  lot  of
dangerous  and  unstable  trees
removed  and  it  is  due  for  another
survey of the trees this year. One area
close  to  a  public  right  of  way  was
especially  affected  by  Ash  Dieback.
We removed the dangerous diseased

trees and replanted with 200 oak trees
to  enhance  the  natural  regeneration
process.
Some areas of the wood have had a
silvicultural  thin  and  other  parts  are
due to be thinned in the future for the
benefit of the selected trees left, and
to increase new generation of ground
flora  and  fauna.  We  recognise  the
value  of  deadwood  for  biodiversity
and  have  retained  considerable
amounts where appropriate.
A  lot  of  ancient  tracks  have  been
reopened for the benefit of extracting
timber and for future maintenance.
The overgrown field near the Bowling
Green house has  been cleared of  all
timber and it is hoped to re-establish
it  as  a  woodland meadow to attract
butterflies,  reptiles and insects.  Areas
of  invasive,  toxic  cherry  laurel  have
also been cleared.
The  owners'  priorities  are  the
sustainable production of timber,  the
preservation  of  all  wildlife  and  the
long-term  enhancement  of  these
woodlands for both.

We  respect  the  rights  of  the  local
community and wider public to enjoy
the public footpath, permissive paths
and  public  bridleway.  We  ask  that
those enjoying such rights will likewise
respect  Brockley  Woods,  and  our
rights as owners to manage and enjoy

       The Safe Haven Centre in 
North Somerset offers both face-to-

face and remote support 
appointments for people who are in 

emotional distress and for those 
seeking to prevent the further onset 

of a crisis.
People aged 16 and over can self-

refer to the service or be referred by 
a relevant professional. Additionally, 

parents and carers are able to 
contact the centre if they have 

worries about a loved one.
The centre operates from 4 The 
Boulevard, Weston-super Mare, 
BS23 1NA 7 days a week, 6pm – 

midnight.
Referrals can be made by calling 

01934 313480 or 
refer.safehaven@nhs.net

mailto:brockleypc@hotmail.co.uk


them peaceably,  and  appreciate  that
Brockley  Woodlands  and the  ancient
Deer Park are not public, but private.
D. Ridley and T. Kingston

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING /
FAMILY QUIZ 2021

On  the  very  day  last  year's  Annual
Parish Meeting was scheduled to take
place, we went into lockdown and the
event  had to  be cancelled.  Little  did
we all  know then  just  how much  of
our lives was going to be put on hold
and for how long!
This year,  we decided to do things a
bit differently and embraced the zoom
quiz.  The 127th APM was held online
and,  following  a  short  business
section,  we  all  got  down  to  some
serious  quizzing!  Thank  you  to
everyone who came along,  joined in
the  fun  and  made  it  such  a  huge
success.
Chairman's Report: 
*  Lockdown:  Despite  the  various
lockdowns, the Council has continued
to  meet  remotely  every  month  and
will continue to do so until the current
regulations expire in May.
* Facebook page: We recently set up a
Council  page  to  complement  the
website  and  our  parish  e-mail  list.
Please visit, “like” and share!
* Bristol Airport: Last year, the airport's
expansion application was rejected by
NSC; the Airport is appealing against
the  decision.  The  PC  submitted  a
strong objection as well as providing
the Parish Councils Airport Association
with  an  impact  assessment  for  use
during  the  appeal.  The  hearings  will
take place in the Summer.
*  North Somerset Local Plan: We are
in the early stages of a new Local Plan
which  will  determine  how  North
Somerset develops between now and
2036. So far, we have been consulted
on  possible  sites  and  a  general
“choices and challenges” document to
which the PC has responded. One of
the  Council's  major  concerns  is  the
likely  increase  in  traffic  through  the
parish  as a  result  of  development  in
Nailsea.
* Footpaths: NSC has initiated a Rights
of  Way  Improvement  Plan  that  the
Council  contributed to.  Apart  from a
few  stiles  requiring  attention,  the
footpaths  in  the  parish  are  in  good
order.

*  Bench  on  St  Nicholas  Way:  The
bench,  provided  in  memory  of  Leila
Clarice Batters who died in 1966 and
who,  we  believe,  was  a  resident  of
Brockley  Court  Nursing  Home,  has
had  a  much  needed  refurbishment
this year and has been very well used.

*  Broadband:  many  houses  in  the
parish  are  now  connected  to
Gigaclear's superfast fibre network.
*  Wildflower  verge at  Chelvey Batch:
Plans are still  afoot to create a small
wildflower  area  at  the  junction  of
Chelvey  Batch  and  Main  Road  with
some locally collected seeds sown last
Autumn. The daffodils planted around
the noticeboard are thriving.
Other reports: Cllr Steve Hogg gave a
short report.

THE FULL SET OF DRAFT MINUTES
ARE AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON THE

WEBSITE.

2021 QUIZ WINNERS

Scoring a whopping 47 out of 60 at
the Family Quiz, Tim and Liz Lunn are
crowned  Champions  of  Chelvey  &
Brainiest of Brockley for 2021!

CONGRATULATIONS!!

TIMETABLE FOR THE
EASING OF COVID

RESTRICTIONS
Stage 3 – no earlier than 17th May
* maximum 30 people outdoors
* rule of 6 or two households indoors
* indoor entertainment venues and 
attractions can open
* adult indoor sports groups and 
exercise classes can start
* weddings and christenings can take 
place with up to 30 people
* large outdoor events can take place

Stage 4 – no earlier than 21st June
* all legal limits on social contact to be
removed, with no limits on how many

people can attend weddings, funerals,
christenings and other life events
* nightclubs and theatres reopen

LENDOLOGY-CIC
Lending with Heart & Mind
NSC  funds  a  not-for-profit  loan
scheme for homeowners and eligible
landlords to help take the stress out of
funding  repairs,  maintenance  or
adaptations  to  your  home.  Their
knowledgeable  team  of  advisors  will
guide  you  through  the  process  of
applying  for  a  home  improvement
loan.
For  further  information  call  01823
461099 or visit www.lendology.org.uk

NEW VILLAGE AGENT
My name is  Sarah  Friend and  I  am
the Village Agent for your community.
My role is to help all those over 50 to
access information and advice to allow
them to  remain  living  independently
within the community.
My  aim  is  to  listen  and  work  with
those  who need my help to  achieve
these wishes.
I can help with all sorts of issues you
may have,  from transport  to medical
appointments, support for carers, fire
safety  checks,  advice  on  unwanted
callers  and  scams,  claiming  benefits,
help  with  mobility  through  to  help
finding  activity  groups  so  you  can
socialise with others.
If you would like advice on anything,
please  e-mail  sarah.friend@curo-
group.co.uk  or  call  me  on  07422
078548, 01275 888803. S. Friend

NATIONAL WALKING
MONTH – MAY 2021

May is  National  Walking  Month  and
NSC  want  to  highlight  the  many
walking  opportunities  here  in  North
Somerset to encourage more of us to
walk more often.
Being  active  is  more  important  than
ever for both our physical and mental
well-being.
Whilst  following  the  recommended
guidelines,  families  and  friends  are
encouraged to  re-connect  and enjoy
National Walking Month together.
Why  not  download  the  parish
footpath  map  from our  website  and
enjoy  a  stroll  through  our  beautiful
parish!



For  more  information  on  NSC's
initiatives and to download suggested
walks, visit go4lifens.wordpress.com

GREEN WASTE &
COMPOSTING

From 1st April 2021 an annual charge
of £50 per bin was introduced for the
collection of garden waste. In order to
encourage home composting, NSC is
offering  a  subsidised  200l compost
bin for £10. 
To order your compost bin or register
for  the  garden  waste  service,  go  to
www.n-somerset.gov.uk/gardenwaste
or call 01934 888 888.

2021 LITTER PICK
This  year  the  Council  has  decided
against  holding  a  litter  pick  on  a
designated day and instead, is inviting
residents to consider picking litter  in
the vicinity  of their  homes on a day
that  suits.  The  Council  has  some

equipment  such  as  long  handled
pickers  that  can be lent  out  and we
would  be  happy  to  arrange  for  a
collection  of  the  bagged  litter
afterwards.  Please  contact  Mike  on
07526 590543.

RECENT BAT SURVEY
A  graduate  researcher  from  UWE
carried  out  a  bat  survey  in  North
Somerset in 2020, for North Somerset
Council,  and  Brockley  and  Chelvey
were  surveyed  in  the  late  summer
over  six  or  seven  nights.  Bat
echolocation  ultrasounds  were
recorded  by  several  stationary
frequency  recorders  set  up  in  a
number  of  locations  in  field  hedges.
The  results  were  then  analysed  and
the  landowners  informed  of  the
results  from  their  land.  Results  were
interesting  and  showed  how  good
much of the parish is for foraging for
bats of many species.
Records  (frequency  profiles)  allow
identification of individual species or,
in  some  cases,  less  specific
identification.  Eight  or  nine  separate
species were identified. The Common
Pipistrelle  was  the  second  most
numerous  species  recorded  but  the
Greater  Horseshoe  was  the  most
abundant.  Barbastelle  was  the  least
numerous  with  only  one  individual
being recorded.

Common Pipistrelle
The Brockley speciality is the Greater
Horseshoe  Bat  (GHB),  a  very  local
species found in the UK, mainly in the
South  West.  There  is  a  now  well-
known  GHB  summer  roost  in  a
secluded  part  of  Brockley  Hall.  This
colony is regularly monitored and has
increased markedly in recent years in a
time  frame  coincident  with
Countryside  Stewardship  and  Higher
Level  Stewardship  environmental
grants from English Nature and DEFRA
made available to local landowners.
The  GHB  is  a  rare  animal  and  our
record is significant and pleasing.
All bat species are protected by law in
the UK. A. Ridge and J. Ridge

PARISH CHURCH OF
ST BRIDGET'S

It will come as no surprise to anyone
in the parish that for much of this last
year,  St  Bridget's  has  been  closed
because  of  the  pandemic.  Inevitably,
the Benefice  which we share with  St
Andrew's,  Backwell  has  been  largely
reduced to virtual services which has
meant a huge amount of work for the
Rector  and  her  Ministry  Team.  The
brief  period  of  re-opening  last
Summer  and  Autumn  allowed  us  to
hold three open-air services as well as
a  number  of  carefully  regulated
services in the church. Like everyone,
we would love to return to our normal
routine but we realise we must sit on
our hands and follow the regulations.
We had aimed  to  publish  our  long-
awaited  Guide  and  History  of  our
Norman Church last April, written for
us  by  one  of  the  most  eminent
members of the Church of England, Sir
Paul  Britton.  Unfortunately,  Covid-19
intervened  so  we  finally  decided  to
issue the first copies in September. We
are  charging  £10  a  copy  and  this
money is  going  entirely  towards  the
considerable  costs  of  opening  the
church in daylight hours. The Parochial
Church  Council  firmly  believes  that
this holy place should be a sanctuary
for all who wish to enter it during the
day.  The  Guide  has  received  much
praise  including  from  one  lady  who
said, upon reading her copy, that she
didn't  realise  Brockley  and  Chelvey
had a cathedral in its midst!
If you would like a copy delivered to
you,  please call  Tony (01275 853138)
or Kathy (01275 463702). T. Stirratt

PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING DATES

Parish  Council  meetings  take  place
remotely (Zoom) on the first Tuesday
of  the  month  and  are  held  at  7pm.
This is subject to change so check our
website for up-to-date information.
2021/22 dates (subject to change):

4 May 2021 7 Sep 2021

1 Jun 2021 5 Oct 2021

6 Jul 2021 2 Nov 2021

3 Aug 2021 7 Dec 2021 (TBC)
Agendas and minutes are available to
view on the website.  ALL WELCOME

Composting tips...
1. Get the balance right – aim for a 

mix of 50% green, 50% brown 
material

2. Turn your compost regularly to 
aerate it

3. Be patient! It can take a year to 
turn your garden waste into good   

compost.
What can you put in your 

compost bin / heap?
Greens – fruit & veg, recyclable tea 
bags, coffee grounds, grass, plants, 

flowers & weeds
Browns – hedge trimmings, twigs 

and leaves, egg shells, hay and 
straw, shredded paper and 

cardboard
What can you do with compost?  

Composting produces a nutrient 
rich soil improver you can then use 

for your plants. Use as a mulch 
around plants as it holds moisture 

well or put on flowerbeds and 
borders to add nutrients and 

improve soil structure

http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/gardenwaste

