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Take a look at the Parish Council website
where you will be able to find past
minutes of council meetings and upcoming
agendas, financial records and much
more.
www.brockleypc.org

Annual Parish Meeting 2018

The 125th APM was held at St Bridget's
Church on 20 March and was attended by
20 residents and guests.
Chairman's Report: Julian thanked the
PCC for making St Bridget's available and,
especially, for providing heating!
* Parish Council: Membership remains
unchanged from the previous year with
Deborah Yamanaka representing the ward
on the District Council. Due to changes in
the Parish Liaison Officer scheme, John
Wilkinson has been lost to Yatton PC.
* Planning: The prospect of large scale
housing in the area is of great concern
with proposals in the pipeline for
Youngwood Lane and Engine Lane in
Nailsea, and Grove Farm to the east of the
parish. These proposals could result in an
additional three to four thousand new
homes bringing a significant increase in
traffic along our rural lanes.
The PC is actively responding to
consultations and encourages all residents
to do the same. Our website is kept
updated with local developments.
* Bristol Airport: The PC has responded to
the initial Master Plan consultation and felt
the extent of growth was unsustainable
when considering the poor connectivity
with other transport networks.
* Bristol Water pipeline: Works in the area
are now complete; topsoil reinstatement is
yet to begin. As promised by Bristol Water,
two owl nest boxes have been installed
and a Victorian dew pond dredged.
* Litter: Martin Parsons was thanked for
clearing litter along Brockley Combe. NSC
are not able to litter pick the Combe as
the verges are private property and the
responsibility of the landowners.
* Footpaths: Three stiles had been
replaced with self-closing gates on LA4/3
and LA4/6 with a further two due to be
installed shortly.
* St Nicholas Church water project: The
route for the pipes has been agreed. Final
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permissions from the Diocese are being
sought and estimates have been obtained.
* Budget 2018/19: Copies of the budget
were made available. The precept has
been increased marginally to £4,500 in
order to maintain a reasonable reserve.
Other reports: Deborah Yamanaka
explained that Council Tax would be
increasing by 3% to cover the cost of
adult social care plus an additional 2.99%
to alleviate financial pressures brought on
by government austerity programmes.
Guest speaker: James Gore and James
Shearman of Bristol Airport talked through
a most informative presentation on future
plans to 2045 for the airport that would be
encapsulated in the Master Plan.
Following the recent initial consultation,
BS48- residents had expressed concern
around increases in traffic along rural
lanes and the growing urbanisation of
rural communities. The impact of noise,
air and light pollution on flora and fauna,
especially bats, was highlighted by
respondents during the consultation.
Following the presentation, parishioners
were invited to ask questions and many
took up the offer, covering a range of
aspects from assumptions made for
growth figures, make up of passenger
numbers and Brexit to the length of the
runway and aeronautical technological
developments.
THE FULL SET OF DRAFT MINUTES ARE
AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON THE WEBSITE.

Greater Horseshoe Bats in
Brockley

One day in May 1986, Geoff and Mary
Hobbs' cat presented them with a dead
bat. They thought it looked interesting so
their son, Christopher, took it to school to
ask the biology master what it was. He
consulted Dr Gareth Jones at Bristol
University who identified it as a greater
horseshoe bat … and so began the study
of the colony above the Stables in
Brockley Hall.
With 50 individuals counted in 1997, last
year the number was in excess of 500.
This is a hugely significant and successful
story. The greater horseshoe is a very
scarce bat that, although quite widespread
in Europe and elsewhere, only occurs in
about 350 hibernating colonies in the

south west of England and Wales. The
total number of bats in the UK is
estimated to be around 6,600.
The adult bats are very impressive, second
only in size to the Noctule bat and are
about 14 inches in wingspan. They
overwinter in caves in Kings Wood and
come to Brockley Hall in April to breed.
The young are born in late June and July.
Like all bats in the UK, the
greater horseshoe hunts
moths and beetles in flight
after dark using a form of
sonar called echolocation
which involves sending
out
pulses
of
high
frequency
sound
and
listening to the echo. The
name “horseshoe” derives
from an unusual structure around the
bat's nose which focuses the outgoing
sound. The sound is approximately 81
kilohertz, around 2 octaves higher than a
child can hear and, when converted to an
audible sound using a heterodyne bat
detector, is a rapidly repeated warble,
quite distinct from any other bat apart
from the lesser horseshoe.
The greater horseshoe bat hunts near the
ground and uses hedge lines to guide it,
travelling up to 4 kms from the roost. The
land around Brockley is ideal as it consists
of small and medium sized fields with tall
hedges and cows providing the necessary
cow pats feeding dung beetles, a favourite
bat food.
All bats are protected by UK and European
Law and it is an offence to handle or
disturb them without a license. J.Ridge

Winter birding

During the recent bad weather, many of
us took pity on our wild birds putting out
food and water for them. We took special
notice of our garden visitors during this
time leading us to compile a list of those
we noticed coming to the bird tables and

other parts of the garden and surrounding
hedges. Here's what we found:
* Sparrows, Robins, Tits (blue, great, coal
and long-tailed), Wood pigeons, Magpies,
Goldfinches, Starlings, Thrushes, Jays,
Blackbirds, Collared doves, Nuthatches,
Grey heron, Tawny owls, Barn owls, Green
woodpecker, Great spotted woodpecker,
Buzzards, Ravens and a Sparrowhawk.
Obviously other birds appear during the
warmer months and we will be adding
those to the list as well. If you see any
other birds, please let the Clerk know and
we can include them in next year's Brock's
News. T.Lunn

Check your ponds

Once sold as a pond oxygenator and
commonly known as Parrot's Feather, the
very invasive, nonnative Myriophyllum
aquaticum
forms
dense mats on the
surface of the water,
restricting the light
needed for algal
growth, so essential
in the aquatic food
chain. Easily spread into our natural
watercourses,it out-competes native flora.
The best time to check your garden pond
is between March and October and if
found, the stems can be pulled out by
hand. Important to note, it is an offence
to plant or otherwise cause Parrot's
Feather to grow in the wild.

2018 litter pick

Thank you to the eight parishioners who
attended the annual litter pick on the 24th
of March, collecting ten large bags.
Thank you also to those who could not
attend but collected litter on alternative
days and to those who collect throughout
the year whilst out walking. An apparent
downward trend continues in the number
of cans collected from verges and hedges
on the day. This is undoubtedly, in part,
due to collections made by parishioners
during the year. Please note that flytipping can be reported on NSC’s website
n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/parkingtravel-roads/street-cleaning/fly-tipping/
M.Fishwick

Waste and Recycling

Recycling and waste collection rounds are
changing from June 2018 and will be
affecting most households. Everyone will
be notified in May of their new collection
day and receive an updated calendar.
For further information on recycling and
waste, call NSC on 01934 888 888 or visit
n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/waste

Weston Flyer (A3)

Bristol Airport operates an hourly bus
service between Weston-super-Mare and
the airport passing through Brockley along
the A370. Residents living within the
BS48- postcode are eligible to apply for a
concessionary pass offering discounted

travel on the Flyers. Links for
application form and timetables
available on the PC's website.
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What's On

A number of events are planned for the
summer to raise much needed funds for St
Bridget's Church:
A coffee morning on Saturday, 9 June
at Four Gables, Netherton Wood Lane
(follow signs from the church).
A Strawberry Tea for the whole family is
being held on Saturday, 4 August at
Nailsea Court.
A lunch with musical entertainment
has been arranged by Tim Lewis and
Sheila Furneaux for Saturday, 13 October.
Look out for further information on these
and other local events in the Village
Magazine and on noticeboards.

Batik Exhibition

Though its exact history is uncertain,
batik, or wax resist dyeing, is an ancient
art form. Evidence of early batik has been
found in Egypt, Middle East, India, Central
Asia, China and Africa. The art of batik is
most highly developed in Java, Indonesia.
A removable wax is used to cover specific
parts of the fabric before dyeing, so that
the dye cannot reach those parts,
although some dye does seep underneath
the wax sometimes. This leaves a
crackled, marbling effect, which is one of
the aspects batiks are known for.
My pictures and designs are of a lot of
different things, landscapes, flowers,
animals or whatever catches my eye.
The batik technique is time consuming
and intricate, but the results often
intriguing and exciting when the wax is
ironed off and the full picture emerges.
There will be a batik exhibition by a lot
of artists on the 5th, 6th and 7th of
May at St Bridget's Church (see poster in
the magazine). We hope many of you will
be able to come and have a look. C.Ridge

Superfast Broadband

Gigaclear are in the process of installing
fibre connections to the parish and are
expected to complete works in mid 2018.
Residents will then have the option of
signing up to a contract with Gigaclear for
the provision of superfast broadband into
the home. Truespeed are also offering to
connect up Brockley and Chelvey provided
they receive registered interest from 30%
of the parish. We encourage everyone to
register a “no commitment” interest with
both providers to ensure competition and
an offer of the best rates.
www.gigaclear.com www.truespeed.com

Parish Church of St Bridget's

The departure of the Revd. Margi
Campbell in April will leave a huge hole in
the life of the parish church. We are
fortunate in having Revd. Justine Billett,
our relatively new curate to step into her
shoes. Equally, we have Revd. Peter Bailey
our retired priest living in Backwell who
works tirelessly on our behalf together

with our two lay readers, Martin Canning
and David George.
We reported in the last Brock's News
about the improvements made within the
church to provide a useful space for
meetings, meals, exhibitions etc. We
followed up North Somerset Arts Week
last Spring with a Christmas Fair in
December filling the place for the day.
Services at St Bridget's are generally held
at 9.15 am, on the first three Sundays of
the month. Information is available from
the noticeboards outside both churches in
the parish. If in any doubt, please phone
Tony (853138) or Kathy (463702).
St Nicholas', our closed church normally
has three services a year to cover the
Patronal Festival, Harvest Festival and a
Summer Service of Evening Prayer.
Inevitably, with such an old building as St
Bridget's in our midst and the cost of
clergy mounting year on year, money
worries are never far away: our parish
church costs about £16,000 per year to
keep open. So you will understand that we
are always delighted to hear from anyone
in the parish who is willing to help us
maintain on a regular basis this particular
part of our heritage.
If you would like to book the church or
discuss what we can offer, please call Tony
on 01275 853138. T.Stirratt

Roadworks Tracker

Want to know who's doing what and
where on our roads? NSC has launched a
roadworks tracker map that shows live
traffic incidents, planned road works, road
closures and diversions. You can even sign
up to regular updates and customise to
suit. Visit: northsomerset.roadworks.org

Brockley/Chelvey e-mail group

The Parish Council has set up a parish email group in order to keep residents
informed of important developments that
affect the parish in a more effective
manner. If you would like to join the
group, please send an e-mail to the Clerk.
Your data will only be used for that
purpose and is subject to General Data
Protection Regulations.

Parish Council meeting dates

Parish Council meetings take place on the
first Tuesday of January, March, May, July,
September and November and are held at
7pm at either St Bridget's Church, Chelvey
or St Nicholas' Church, Brockley.
2018/19 dates:
1 May 2018
St Nicholas'
3 July 2018

St Nicholas'

4 September 2018

St Nicholas'

6 November 2018

St Bridget's

8 January 2019

St Bridget's

5 March 2019

St Bridget's

Agendas and minutes are available to view
on the website and are posted on the
noticeboards.
ALL WELCOME

